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Lavy ot obſctved; trek Rp Ret 
; Fto the relation of thoſe" Godly 
| men; whoin: ſeveral Einigi vie 
have nianifeſted'to the wr 
feveral paſſages theieof) 5 ke eg 
[although 'T 'at' not ignorant); |- 7 
|that at the firſt they were not | ! 
onely not credited, *but * alſo} 2 
diſcredited. and flandeted:; by] +» 
{ſuch - as found them 'toibe'Þ 19. 
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\.., |veral Nations, and ſome of the 
"| Rowiſb Religion, being all of| 


.. *|ther manifeſtation and eonfirma*' 
_ tion of the truth, butalſo a large 
and more frequent confluence, 
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yet they loſt not- their luſtre 
therebyz but being acquitted 
by many Compurgators of ſe- 


them SpeQators of this Trage-: 
dy, it occafioned not only a _ 


to ſee that which they had for- 
merly.only heard of. This part- | 
zeareth out of the ſuc- 
ding Story: but more fully 
t of an Apology written by 

tlhop of Juſtinople, 


; 


gan of Padxzz, is ſhortly and 
lainly declared, what was| 
atd , what was done, and who 
40 were 


Ry 


_ + ThePreface. | 
were: preſent. If that it be] 
demanded, what moved me to 
compile this Treatiſe of Spira,| 
tell them, that it ſhould teaclt} 
fear and reverence; and indeed 
| [among all thoſe that come to. 
| | ſee him, few or none return| 
unſhaken, Yergerizs in his firſt 
Epiſtle ſaith , I would fain| 
| | |goſee him agaia, but Texceed-) 
ingly fear and tremble; and; 
| | in bis Apology faith, it is ſuch! 
*| ja rare example, as I would 
| willingly go to the furtheſt| 
parts of the World to hear or as 
ſee the like, The Lady Fave| - 
to her Fathers Chaplain(that| 
had fallen into Spira's. .ſin | ©. 
faith, Remember the lamenta- 
[ble eftate of Spire. I acknow-| 


» he 


merly a Book publiſhed in: our 
Mother tongue , concerning 
this ſubjet ; but as far as1:can 

| A 4 learn 
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ledge that there hath been for-j .. 
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learn (for I could*never yet ob- 


onel9y-ohe of - the: Tractates 
"pet wy I have. gathered 
ES diſcourſe in part. 

ming my Cate and Fide- 
f tin hin buſ inefs, it is ſuch, 
bs le oinay-" truly: ſlay with- 
| Out obangirg 'of *colour , that 


{there is "not one ſentence 
ob: all! this Work attributed 
unto?! the perſon of gpira, 
but it hath'irs Warrant, ei-| 
|ther:from the Epiſtles of Yer- 
|geringcand Cribiildes; Profel- 
|fors:'of the: Law at Padua, or 
from the diſcourſes of Hepry 


Scringer a"Seotch Man, Sigi/- 


Taand' Gelons a TranſS/vanian . 


and Hart. Bochd a Divine of 


+faſtl; neither have I taken any 


oth er 


— 
1 __— 


— to 


taine .any of them) it was no-| 
thing ſo 'large and vartous as 
this? preſeve Treatiſe, and as I 
'{have! heard, a tranſlation of 
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wg - ThePreface. 
other libertie then as a relatior. 
[to weave the foreſaid Dtl- 
{courſes ore within another, ſc 
as thoſe which under ſeveral 
Writers \ were before counted 


deayours reduced into one in- 
tire Hiſtorie , connexed by 
caſion , as punctually as could 
be aimed at, by the circum- 
ſtances noted in the Writings 
of thoſe holy and learned: men 
[before named, | 


ſeveral, are now by. my 1n-. 


due ſucceſiion of time and oc-| 
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TO THE | 
AUTHOR and READER 
: | OF THIS | 
| HISTORY. 


| COme ſcattered parcels of this Story lay 

In Foreign Papers 3 which hadflnot found a 
FE nt” 
: | een obvious prey, 
( | Thus to colleQt, had 2 Never ſeenthe day. 


Reader, wouldſt fee how finning againſt the | 


| (light 

1 |} will quench, andleave the ſon! in-a (:d night 
/ {[Ofdiſcontent. Come hither Reader then, look 
And lears light-quenching fins to (ear. 
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! [Reader, wouldfl ſee the. comfort-breathiag | 
| mn: 
| of OETES. - (Spirtg 
To grieve, what curſleſs griefit doth demerit? 
| Come hither then, loox hece, 


bp 


. 


Here (ce a ſoul that's all deſpzir; 2 aan 
All Hell; a Spirit all wound : who can | 
| A wounded ſpirit bear ? . = 
| Regex | 
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| Keader would'ſt ſee (what may'ſt thou never 
-- feed... "3,1 

| Deſpaire, Racks, Torments, whips of burning | 
| ftee]?. 


Come then, look here, 


19 hath crezted Hells : Oh, in cach part 
. What flames appear! 
; His, thoughts,all ings, words fivords, lie 
| Ronehus breath, .- * 
\ Bis fight Alames, wiſhes curſes, life a death : 
A thouſand geaths live in him, he, not dead, 
A breathing courſe in living ſcalding lead : 
And yet he lives our Monument, to tell 
_ How blackare quenched lights 3 | 
© Quencht joys are double trights,' * 
' Black-dayes are double nights 3; 
. Heaven zaſled, loft, adouble Hell. | 


| Fehold this man, this furnace, in whoſe heart 
| I 


I have call'd thee Reader, pray ſobe,, 

Read this, that others read not thee, .. 
Legw Hiſtorian . 

i - Ne fias Hiſd2iia, 
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wa, KXitraotditiary Examples 
þ of Divine Juſtice, GOD! 


F -never 
nine dayes wonder z/ elſe wonld: 
hey when” He exemplified Lot) 
Wife, have turned her'into a 


of laſting Silt ; which ſtood, 
as Joſephus tells-us, till lis Age, 


[ale ,' ad as ſore Travelleis| 


dam” hominibits praſtaret condi-| 
caveatur exemplnm > Aug. de 
Civit, De, lib. 16. cap.:30;” for 
a ſeaſon againſt corruption, a 


intended for al 


after the 'DeſtruCtioh of” Jeru- | 
report, till at this day; ut quods| 


mentum,' quo ſapiant unde illud.' 


-preſervative againſt Apoſtacy. 
This Tragedy, when freth and 


confirmation 'of ſundry 


| thies. 
1; CER - ; 


new ; was the converſion and | 


Wor- | 
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thies Yergering, a dayly ſpecta- 
tor. thereof, forlaking a rich 
Biſhoprick of Juſftinopolir, and | 
tents of Antichriſt,went to Bapl, 
and dyed a worthy proteſtant: 
many Nations had Eye wit- 
nelles of their own Students 
|theri in the Univerfic of Padua, 
who penned the ory , the 
Copies whereof are frequently 
revived; our Engliſh ones} 
Were very defeGive , and now 
worn out of fhops and hands; 
ſundry. Manuſcripts of thi, 
abroad , imperfea 5 Which 
jMoved me to compare this la- | 
bour of a. worthy Gentleman 
(.who faithfully; tranſlated jr 
out of Izalien,French,and Dutch| 
Letters ) . with the Latine of 
* |Celizs Secundus, Curio, Matthe- 
 Wr7 Grivauldus, profeſſors of the 
Civill Law in Padus * Sigiſ-| 
monde Gelons a T ranſyluanian | 
24-605 eel Henricus| 
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{ | ones. excepted , that fell from 
| { himin ſome little agomes, which. 
| | kept-him faſting and watcbing 


|jto take heed of backſliding, 


|| nifh Inquilition, or all the Strap- 
 Uipadoes & torments1n the wo 


44 Q 
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CE __s ,. 


Hemricus Scotaa, all daily Viſi- 
tors of Spira, and find it accord | 
| with them. Touching Spire's| 
perſon, I find molblearned Wri- 
[texs do inclineto the right and. 
{hopeful handz moved by his|+ 
ſweet, humble, and charitable. 
ſpeeches ; ſome few deſperate 


« 


about ſix moneths ſpace, eating 
nothing but. what was forced 
down his throat; The ſumm of 
Calvins and Borrh4« their coun- 
ſels is, (who write largely of the 
uſe of this pattern) that all learn. 


which Gods ſoul abhors, and nat. 
to dally with Conſcience, an. 
Hell on Earth, if juſtly incenſed ; 
more tobe. feated than the Spa- | 


rd; 
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and 
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and to take beed- of Spira's 
prinej # Errors; which wete; | 
to" diſpute”: with Satan + over- 
|buſily” in” time""of 'weaknefle | 
eſpecially toireafon.; and __ 
clude from - prefent- ſenſe, 

Gods paſt Reprobation, and hi 
ture Bavinitions bork which is 
hard, if poſſible, for any manto 
derermine in his own, much 
 more-in others caſes. - So com- 
| wendingthee to his grace, who| 
able to eſtabliſh thee [to the] 
end, 1: bid thee farewell, ' and} 
| hope well, while the ſpace of 


ſper {6 mayeſt thou rake Rod 'j 
atid 'no bart, by thereading of! | 
his iserrible Example, © | © 
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. of the Fearfull 
Francis Spira, 


gx N the Year, 1548. 
AT&> - When the Glorious} 
ES (ES - 'Son' of the Goſpel| 
STD was but newly rl-; 

ſen in Fxrope, In 
the dayes of the Reign of Ed- 
ward, the Sixth of that Name, 
|Ring of ENG LAND, m the 
Ferritory , and under the 
Jurifdiftiyn of the City. of 
Venice, being the very border 
| of Italy, in the town of Cztta-| 
: della, 
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am. 


| dela, lived 


one Francis Spira, | 
a Ciy1l Lawy 


10g of known learning and elo-| 


of carriage circumſpet and | 
Ef | ſevere, th; Ipeech grave and 

Et [<omppled » his countenance 
[harp ang auſtere, every way 
befitting that authority where-| 
| unto he was advanced, endonw- || 
1<d with outwar bleflings of 
1 HE and eleven Chitiren, 'and lf 1 
{wealth in abundance, What s 
f0is worſt parts were » I haveno 

[other warrant than his own|| | 
words, which ( if not tainted | 


On) may ſfeery to add .a period 
to all fur 


Ons, 


of preat experience., ||| 


2 _ 4 relation of the fearfat | 
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JS an 


fr, an Advocate of ſj } 
4 
great rank and eſteem = be- 
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| T eftate of Francis Spira. 2 


| 7 was (faith he) exceſſrve-| 
of lly covetows of money, and ac- 
-- { cordingly applied my ſelf ro] 
- flget by injuſtice, corrupting ju- 
> ſ[| fic by deceit, inventing tricks) 
jifo delude juftice; good canſes| 
T either defended deceitfully, or| 
ſold them to the adverſary per-| 


| [7 oppoſed the known irnth1 


P54 


out fourty four ycars ,. or 
thereabouts, and the news 
of the new, or rather newly 
revived Opinions of Luther 
coming into thuſe parts, re- 
preſented an obj.a of novelty 
unto him 3 who being as de- 
{ |firous to know, as he was fa- 


| 


] | not theſe wandring opintons go 


oufly 31/4 cauſes I maintained\ 
with ol My might ; I witting-| 


; the truſt ' committed wnto| 
| : a6 » # either berraged or per-| 
werted. Thus having WOTrn: 
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'[them-at length ; and withfiy 
|zeal;ias he becamera profech 
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ba | rey of the ITY . 


| paſs unexamined 3: but ſearch: of” 
| ng into the Scriptures; and in-Þ eve 


to 91} Bookes of Controverſlel] jcec 


that he could get, both old and Wa! 
}hew”, © and: finding »more then f91, 
fame or: opinion, he: began. to nt, 


| taſte their nature ſo well, as: hell? 


yea reacher. of. them, Grſt thhþ 1 
Dis" Wife, "Children;* and 'Famwb-| th 


L 


and afterto his Friedds,) 
mdCibies acq ni} if 
wn compariſon Feent' (tO T pt 
-.. [Je&:allother A flaives's lend; i 
\ing-ever {to preſſe his -tmaine ||| ac 


| point} that Ve mui holy; and | p 
| ozely"Heper don the free Ka ui 0 
| changeable love'of GOD inthe} t 
\-dearh of Chriſt; as the onely ſure || 
[way ts Aras : and this'was [| 
\the fumme of all his diſcourſe, | I 
| and this continued. forthe f ay [1 | | | 
ki C5 Oo {1-3 
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\ eſtate of Francis Spira, 5' 


ecpe_ it, ſelfe within private: 


19:37 the whole Province! of 


ze,tfadg bf :;their. pardons[to 


wax.cold j. began . tor beſtirre 


of tix. yeares, or thereabouts , | 
I even ſo long as this fire could{ 


Walls, but, at length; it. brakes 
forph, into, publick meetings:;| 


F. : dawned by the luſre}- 5 
1 egos, ;The Clergy: finding! 


decays; and their: Purgatory to] 


themſelves, gloſipg their aQti- 


_ ops, : firſt | with ::.calumnious} : 
F aſpcrfions. . upon; the: + wholed!: | 
I protetiion 5, then more> plaidly| 
| ſtnking at | $pira with. grievous | 
J accuſation, And:to cfte& their |: 
{| purpote, ſome. proniiſe-labgur,] 

others fayour, ſurheadvice;. o- | | 
| thers maintenance 3 all joyne to: 
J divide, either his-ſoul from his |. 


| body,'or both fromGod, 
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£ Now WAS John Caſa the 


Popes Legate , reſident” at Ye- 
WIEN mace, | 


tend 


ed. eds. ee. 
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{ man'of account and authority, | 
| and thereunto learned in- the | 


Liſciples, and therefore not-to; 


{caſt his eye'on the terrible al- 
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5 a relation of thefearful "= 
nice, being by birth a Floren-| 


ther malice againſt thoſe of| 
this way, . nor craftineſs to{ 
effect his malicious purpoſes 3| 
'to him theſe men repair with} 
out-cries againſt Spire , that| 
he was the man that condem- | 


{ned the received rights of the 
* {Church, deluded the Eccle- 


| fraſtical power, and ſcanda- 
lized the policy thereof; ane 
of no mean ranck, being. a 


Scriptures, elegant in ſpeech, 
and in one word a dangerous 
Lutheran, having: alſo many 


bedefpiſed:: . o 
Atthis began the Zegate to 
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teration. that .lately had' hap- | 


| means 
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tive, and one that wanted nei-|| 
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Fi eftate of Francis Spira, 7] 
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| 


pO _ 


ting 


| weans. of one only Luther, the 
{| Romiſh Religion had ſuffered 
ſuch a blow, -as that it could! 
neither be cured by diſlimula- 
{|tion, nor defended by power 3|.' 
{\but the Clergy muſt either 
mend their manners, or loſe | 
{{their dignities. On the other 
de, when he ſaw how pro-| 
penſe the common people, in- 
fat in the Tok 
Copntry of Italy, were to 
[entertain _ thoſe new opinions, 
{[now thought it no time to| 
11 | diſpute or perſwade, but with 
{| ſfeed repares to the Sexate; and 
procures authorit 
| to ſend to Spirg. 


if| Spere by this time 'had con: } 
| fidered with himſelf of the 

| nature. of his courage, how| 
|evident and notorious it was, 
and therefore ſubject to be en-}. 
vied by ſuch , as neither Jiked| 


bordering 


y from them 


his it 


18 4 relation of "the fearful | ? 
his Perſon nor Religion 3 he 
perceived that his Opinions || 
were neither retired, nor ſpe-| 
culative, but ſuch as aimed at | 
[the overthrow, of the Romiſh 
Fattipn, and a.change of +po- 
licy'3z and; .that his Enemies 
wanted neither power nor 0c+| 
calion, to call him co.an account | 
[1n,;publick, when he muſt ej- 
| ther Apoſtatize, and ſhameful- | 
ly give his former life, yea; his 
own<anſcience,.thelye,:or ens| 

gre. the utmoſt malice ofvhis. 
deadly Enemies 5 or: forſake 
his - Wife, Children, Friends; | 
Goods, Authority:, yea, his 
Deare Country,,rand;betdke 
himſelf -to - a;fortaign prope \| 
there: to- endure 'a thouſand | 
miſeries,, that do' continually] 
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walt upon a. voluntary exile.- | 
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Being | | 
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i. 


1to, or Heavento-' 


$ faznuries, #u1n 


ad:confi 


the. 


| |cour, on the fadda 
Spirit sfliſting,he felt a i cal,and}] - 
1 beganto diſcourſe ri on 
1anthismanner; .; 
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aryi*it. But why do you, ſaid the 
 [{other, eſteem this fo grievous a 
Id lin, whenas the learned Legat 
TY |conſtrained you to It 3 which 
cFlhe ſurely would not have done, 
dif your former Opintons had 
KF [not been erroneous : No, good 
er Francis, the Devil beſets thee, 
C-F [ſet not therefore the grievoul- 
thfl Ineſs of thy fin (if any ſuch 
u-f be) amaze thee. © You ſay right 
Wi |.(replyed he) the Devil hath 
ikfl |poſſeſt me, and God hath left 
df |me to his Power; for I find 

F|l can neither believe the Gol- 
W 


[pel, nor traſt in God's mercy. 


— — 
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* Ghoſt,and God by his immuta- 
© ble decree hath bound meover 
"to perpetual puniſhment with- 
* out any hope of pardon. Its true: 


© Gods mercy ; all thoſe ſins that 


* ed God would not lay them to 
© my charge: now having fin'd a- 


[© gainſt the holy Ghoſt,God hath 


*taken away from me all power 
© of repentance, & brings all my 
*fins to remembrancezand guilty 
© of one,guilty of all. And there- 
* fore its no matter whether my 


ny3they be ſuch as Chriſts blood 


þ 


* nor Gods mercy belongs to me. : 
* God will have mercy on whom | | 
* he will have mercy 5 and|/ 


136 4 relation of the fearſul ||| 
© [have ſinned againſt the holy ||. 


*that the greatneſs of ſin,nor the|' 
|* multitude of them , bind not 


*1n the former part of my life I 


have committed, then did not | 
1* ſo muchtrouble me, for I truſt-| 


© {ins be great or ſmal,few or ma- | 


\f 


whom |. 
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| 1 whom -he: will he hardneth ; 
]* this is it that gnaws my heart, 
r [1 | he hath hardned me; and I 
- [1] |< find that he dayly more and 
el |< more doth harden me, and 
e[| |* therefore I am out of hepes I 
t0 |* feel it, therefore cannot but 


t |] | deſpair. I tell you,there was ne-|. 
114 |< ver ſuch a Monſter as I am, ne- | 

£|Þ | ver was any man alive a ſpecta- 
-[] }* cle of exceeding miſery.I knew | 
) |] | that juſtification 1s to be expe- 
* cted by Chriſt,and I denied and F 
* abjured it, to the-end. I might| _ 

r 5 keep this frail life from adver-\— 
| |< fity, and «my children from-po- 

7 yerty : and now behold how 


Py 


| © bitter this life is to-me,and God 
| © only knows what ſhall become 
* of this my Family; but ſureno 
* good is likely to betide it, but 
|] |* worſe and worlſe, and ſuch a 
1] |*ruine at length, as one ftone 
| ſhall not be left upon another. 


4 ws 
F. 
Pa 
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|Bur why ſhould you (ſaid Gri-| [* 


Chrilt , 


| © God is juſt'in making me anſÞ] 


4 . deſerved it, for this fo heinous 


| p 1 mall matter to deny Chriſt,and | 


Ha 


3 ike » 2s ” n RY OTE 
: ” a © 4 x SY . * 
< . pr s * "OR s + | 
: - : 


Las! 1. M 
- Wn 


# 


3: 84 relation of the fearful | 


— 


il 
_o 


& 


banldus ) conceit fo deeply of 
your ſin, feeing you cannot bur! 
know, that many have denied|| 
yet never fell into de« 
{pair * Well ({aid he) I can ſee] « 
*no ground ot comfort for}. 
*{uch , neither can [ warrant| 
*them from Gods revengite\f 
* hand in wrath, though it plea- 

* ſeth God yer to ſaffer ſuch to} 
* be inpeace : and beſides, there | 
*willatime of dangercome,and| 
*then they thall be-- throughlyi| 1 
'rried; and if ir were not fo, yet;ſ} 


. 
- 


' 


b:| 


ea 


example} to otherszand I cantict [| 
-Juſtly complain; there is no| 
 punifhment ſo great, but I have 


* offence. 1 aflure you it is no: 


* yet it i&-more ordinary than] 
; prngpordy4s men do conceive of, 
+ ir 


PR_ TR 


7 has 


_—_— 1 
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I[* it is not a denial made before a 
f | Magiſtrate, as it is with me 3 for 
G * as often as a Chriſtian doth dil- 
d If fſemble the known truth; as of- 
X | *ten as he approves of Falſe wor: 


* (hip,by preſenting himſelfart it; 


ll: {o often as. he hath not things 


tl * worthy of hts cajling, or doth | 
v1 fuch firings as areunworthy off 


ln” 


-| * his calliny, fo often he dentes'* 


ill © Chriſt;thus didI,and therefore| 


| am juſtly pu: aiſhed for it. Your 
fl Eſtate (quorh Gribauldas) Is not 


il Ho ſtrayge as you make'it. Job, 


- Wo + 
+ F z 
q \ 


F / 


I] mark again? hims and David, 
[that was a man after Gods own | 
[heart , compiained often that 
| God had forſaken him, and was 
| become his Enemy, yet both! 
received comfort again. Com-14 
fort your ſelf therefore , God! 
1will come at length, _ 


=.— ——— aww mo < DA Ate e_ 0 ern TS 


I 


was to far ge , that he cdm-| 
| | plat ned God had ſet him asa\* 


| 4.0 A relation of the fearful | 


| 


T believe all this, the Devils be- 
lieve aud tremble 5 but David 


loved of God: and though he fell,\ 
yet God 100k not ntterly away 
his holy Spirit , and therefore 
wwas heard when he prazed, Lord 
take not thy holy Spirit Ffom 


|oveing ever accurſed from the pre- 
ſence of God: neither can I pray 


is quite gone, and cannot be re- 


ſhall live in continuall bardneſſe 
fo long as Tlive, Oh that 1 might 
{feel but theleast ſenſe of the love 
of God to me, though but for one 


heavy wrath that burns like the 
Horments of hell within me, and 


————— 


he now ſeem farre off. I” 
0 Brother ( anſwered Spira 


as he did, becauſe his holy Spirit 


called ; and therefore I know I| 


V 
was ever EleFed, and dearly be h: 


> —< 5 


me : but 1 am in another caſe, 


mall moment, asl now feel his| 


Yafflids my conſcience with pangs|| 


anuttera-\ 


o . « ve, 23.4.5 4 _ . 
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Iunntterable: verily Deſparation|- 
Is Hell it ſelf- | © 
Here Gribauldys ſaid, I doſ 
verily believe, Spira, that God 
having fo ſeverely chaſtiſed you | 
in this life, correfeth you 1n|? 
{|[mercy here, that he may ſpare 
rel you hereafter, and that he hath 
-d | mercy ſealed up. for you in time 
m tO COME. a 
Nay (ſaid Spira) hence do 1\ 
e- || know that T am a Reprobate , be- 
{| cauſe be affliFeth mewith hard | 
't | | eſs of heart : 0 that my body 
,- || had ſuffered a8 my life long, jo 
| 
\that he would be pleaſed to re- 
leaſe my ſoul, andeaſe my conſci- 
ence, this burdned conſcience. 
Gribauldus being deſirous to 
eaſe his mind from the conti- 
nual.. meditation of his fins, 
as alſo.to ſound how for the | 
|preſent he ſtood affected tothe] 
Romiſh. Church, asked him} 
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what he thought became of the 
ſouls of men ſo ſoon as they de- 
 partedout of the body3to w hich 
he anſwered ? 
* Although this benot fo fully 
© revealed1n Scripture, yet I ve-| 
©rily believe that the ſouls of the| 
Ele go preſently to the King-J 
© doin of glory,and not that they | 
| leep with the body, as ſome db 
lnagine : | 
Very we'll faid one of the Spe-| 
Ctators, Why do the Scriptures 
then ſay (1-$a9.5.9 :) that God 
brings down to fell, and Taiſeth 
E. 'up, "keing it cannot be meant 
Z *Lof the eltare of the ſoul after 
{death , which as. thou. ſaiſt ei- 
ther goeth to Heaven without |} 
j change, or to Hel] without Re-| 
{demption 3 it muſt be under- 
[ ſtood of the 3. ſtate of the ſon]; 
im This hie , like that wherein | 
hou art zt-this preſent * and 
often; | 
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| oftentimes /we ſee that God 
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\uffers men to fall into the 
jaws of deſpair, and yet ral- 
teth them up again 3 and there- 


- 
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fore deſpair not, but hopes: it | 
(hall be even tht with thee in|" 
his good tire, 

This is the work (quoth Sp1- 
ra)this the labour; for I tell you 
when I at Venice did fir(t eur 
my profeſſuon, and ſo, as it were. 
drew an Indenture, the Spirit of 
| God often admoniſhed mes; mood 
wh. # at Cittadellat did as 7! 
were ſet fo my jeal, the ſpirir\ 
of God oftex {nggeſied to me, jo 
not write Spira, ao not ſeal 
I reſiſted the holy Ghoſt, ana aid 
both : ani at that very preſent 1 
aid evidently fecl a wound. in-. 
ſt; Ged in my very will: fo al 
though I can ſy, I would believe,: 
yet can I noi /zy T witl believe” 
[God h: th a: 210 Awe the FOE? 0! 
tp WPI} 
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44 ATelation of the fearful 
will, and it befalls, me in this 
my miſerable E State, as with one| 
that is faſt in Irous, and his 
frienas coming to ſee him , do 
pity bis Eſtate, and do perſwade 
him to ſhake off his fetters, and 
[to come ont of his bonds, which 
God knows he would. fain do, 
but cannot 5 this is my very caſe, 
you perſware me to believe, how 
fainwouid Tdoit, but cannot , 
| Ozow I cannot. Thea violent: 
ly graſping his hands toze- 
ther? od railing himſelf oP. 
Behold. ( f:1d he) 1 am. ftrong,. 
yet by little and little I decay and 
cow/rmve, and my {[ervants would | 
| fain preſerve this weary life, 
| but at length the will of God muſt 
'be done, and I ſhall periſh. miſe- 
| rably, as. I deſerve:  Rejoyce.ye 
| Righteows inthe Lord, bleſſed are 
you whoſe bearts the Lord bath 
4 Coilified. 

il; Then 
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 lJobſerved divers Flies that came 


| ment of God. 


wonderful, I earneſtly deſire to 


cannot; I ſee my damnation,and 
know my remedy is only in Chriſt, 
yet | cannot ſet my ſelf to take 
hold ot it : ſuch are the puniſh- 
ments of the damned; they con- 
feſs what I confeſs, they repent 
of their loſs of Heaven, they can- 
not mend their ways. | 


As. he was thus ſpeaking; he 


| about him, and ſome lighted on 

him ; © Behold, ſaid hs, now al- 
* ſo*pelzeebub comes to his Ban- 
c quet 5 you (hall ſhortly ſee my 
© end, and in mean example to 
* manYs of the Juſtice and Judg- 


Then after ſome pauſe, 7t's| 


twa Biſhops , '- with divers 


About . this time came in 
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pray to God with my heart, get I | 


| 
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[Scholars of the Univer(i [ity , one 
of them being Paulus Vergerins, 
having obſerved Spire more; 
then any other., being conti- 
nually converſant with him, told 
[him his Eſtate was ſuch as rather 
ſtood in need of Prayer than 
Advice; and therefore deſired |. 
him 'to pray with hin in the 
Eords Prayer : Spiraconſented. | 
and he began 3 

Our Father which art in Hea-| 
ver: | then breaking forth into 
. [rears be ſtopped 3 but they ſaid, 
Itts well, your qrief ; !s a good 
fign. *I bewail (faid he) my mi- 
fery,for I percetve I am forſaker 
of God, and-cannot call to hi:r 
from my heart, asI was wont tc 
do : Yet let us go on ſaid yer- 
Serimts. 

Thy Kingdom come| O Lord| 
(id Spira) bring me alſo into 
this 3 1 beſeech fu 

wk 


l— _ _— _ x 
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| 


: ſhut me not out, Then coming 
>| to thoſe words [ Give us this day 
; our dayly bread} he added, *O: 
| *LerdT have enough, and abun- 
dance to feed this carcaſs of | 
| mine; but there1s another bread 
[ humbly beg, the bread of thy 
| || Grace, without which I know T 
1am but a dead man, | 
Lead ws not into temptation} 
© Seeing Lord, that Iam brought 
* into temptation, help me Lord, 
[that I may eſcape 3 the enemy| 
hath overcome help me, I be- 
ſcech thee to overcome this 
cruel I yrant. 
| Theſe things he ſpake with a 
mouruaful voice, the tears trick- 
ling down abundantly ; and ex= 
prefling ſuch affeGions and paſ-/ 
fion,, as turned the bowels of 
thoſe there preſent with erief)| 
and compunctionz they then! 
I | turning To 8pzra, faid , You! 


3 know 


—— — 


— 
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|would. have received. him to 


know that none can call Chrift ||| 

Jeſws the Lord, but by the Holy ||| 
Ghoſt: you muſttherefore think |||; 
of your ſelf, according to that }|l\f 
ſoft affeion, which you expreſs 


[10 your prayers, inferring there-|fſ|1 


by that God. hath not wholly|F| 
caſt you: off, or bereaved you. ofjÞl| 
his Spirit utterly. 

<« I perceive ſaid Spira, that I| 
call. on. him to my eternal dam- 
nation; for I te]l you again, it is| 
1a new and unheard of exam-|' 
ple, that. you find in me. It] 
Judas ((aid they) had but out- 
lived his days, which by nature |: 
he might have done, he might | 
have. repented, and. Chriſt 


mercy; and yet he ſinned moſt | 

grievoufly againſt his Maſter, | | 
which did ſo eſteem ofhim, as 

|to honour. him with the dignity 

of an Apoſtle, and did maintain 

| and | 


— — 
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| Chriſt did alſo feed and ho- 


gito be in his preſence now by 
J:llumination of his holy Spt-! 


[and a meer Impoſtor ,. and will 


| 


and feed him. He anſwered : 


nour me, neither yet is my' 
fault one jot leſs then that of 
his, becauſe it is no more ho- 
nour to be perſonally preſent 


with Chriſt in the fleſh, than 


rit ; and beſides, I deny that. 
ever Judas could have repen- 


{ited how long foever he had] 
lived; for grace was quite ta- 
|ken from him, as it is now from 


me, 


O $pira, ſaid they, you know| 


you are in a ſpiritual defertion; 


ever a Lier from the beginning, 


caſt a thouſand lying fancies 
into your mind, to beguile you 
withalz you muſt rather be- 


= 
you muſt therefore not believe | 
|what Satan ſuggeſts, he was 


* 


—_ 


lieve 


— 


% 
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lieve thoſ& whom you judge to 
be 1n a good eſtate, and more 
able to diſcern of you than your 


if 


yon. 
© O here 1s the knot (ſaid Spz- 


| 


I catinet. 


jence, being the very proper 
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ſelf: believe us, and we tell youſ 
t that God will be merciful unto 


ra) I would I could believe, but 


Then he began to reckon up 
what fearful dreams and vifionsY 
he was continually troubled ÞÞ 
withal : that he ſaw the Devils ||| 
[come flocking into the Cham- 
ber, and about his Bed, terrify- || 
ig him with ſtrange noiſcs 3 
| that theſe were not fanſies, but | 
that he ſaw ther as really, as | 
the ſtanders by ; and. that bes | 
ſides theſe outward terrors, he |! 
felt continually a rackivg tor- | 
ture of his mind, and a conti- |* 
nual butckery of his Conlci- | 


1 
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e tofpangs of the damned wights it: 
oregHell. Fas | 
ourſ Caſt away theſe fanſjes (ſaid 
'OURGribanldus ) theſe are but TH 
atoFlufions ; humble your ſeif in| 
the preſence of God, and praiſz | 
pr-fhim. © The dead praiſe not! 
utF* the Lord (anſwered he) m3 
MFthey that go down into the 
Ip pit. We that are drowned'1n 


nsF* deſpair are dead , and-alreadyy, 
dF gone down into the pitz what] 


1s | l Hell can there be worſe than 


| Defparation, or what greater] 
- [© puniſhment ? The gnawing] 


5ﬀf|* Worm, Utiquenchable Fire ,' 
CE] Horror, Conf 

3\F|* is worſe than af.) Deſparation 
" [© It felt continually tortures me, 
| |fand now I count my preſent 


{© ſeparated from my body were 
| 15 with Jzdas, and the reſt of the 


| 
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ſion, and (which |. 


2 


|* eſtate worſe , thanif my foul} 


>. 


{/* damned; and therefore, now 


»” » - 
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© deſire 
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© deſire rather to be there, thai 
*thusto livein the body. lc 
One being preſent repeate@c 

| certain words out of the Plalmso 
1 .1f thy Children forſake my Lan 
and walk not ,in my judgments 
1 will viſit their 17 ou/ereliied t 
with rods,” and their iniquity 
|with ſtripes; nevertheleſs my 
loving kindneſs I will not ut-l 
terly take from them, nor ſuffer 
Jy faithfulneſs to fail. Mark 
this, O Spira, My Covenant I 
will not break. i 
© Theſe promiſes (laid Spire) 


7 


|| 
[belong onely to the Ele, 

which if tempted, may fall in-| 
to ſin , but are again lifted up} 
and recovered out: as the 
Prophet ſaith., though he fall] 
he ſhall not be utterly caſt} 
|down ;_ for the Lord uphold-| 
eth him, therefore Peter could | 
riſe, for he was elected; but |; 

| the 2 
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gcannot rife again, asappears in 
teGCain,Saul,and Judes; God deals 
myone way with the Ele, and a- 
-aMnother with Reprobates. 

Tf The next day he prayed with 
01 


outwardly appeared. Bleſled be 
1-SGod, ſaid Yergerizs, theſe are 
7 etfiho ſigns of eternal reprobation ; 
IiNSyou muſt not, O Spere, ſeek out 
t Ilfthe ſecret Counſels of Gods E- 

WFlection and Reprobation ; forno 
©)Elman can know , ſo long as he 
bl llives, whether by his good or 
n-\Fibad deeds, he be worthy of 


'Pl Gods love or anger : do you not 
1e| 


% Tloff his ſoul. 
" | F | know all ths, quoth Spira, 1 
d| know the mercies T God are infi- 


e |? 


hafthe Reprobate when they fall, 
them in the Latine Tongue, and| 


Fthat with excellent afte&ion, as |. 


[| know that the Prophet David 
I complained, that God had caſt 


S 


T9 nite, and do ſurpaſs the fins of the 


KI: T. 


whole | 
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whole world,and 1hat they are eff 
felual toll that rhetes,; but thi 
faith, and this bepe is the gift of 
God : O that he would give it me 
but it 15 as imepoſſable as to drinl 
up the Sea at a dranghi.: as for 
that of Sulomen. if he had cuer 
[taſted that which 1 f.el by wofulll 
expertence, he would never havel 
ſpoken as he did;but the truth is 
never had mortall max ſuch an 
| evident experience of Gods ant 
'ger aud hatred againſt him, as | 
have. Tou that are in good( 
eſtate.think repentance and faith 
to be work of great facility : and} 
therefore you think it an eaſie 
matter to perſwade a man to be-ll 
lieve: the whole need not the Phy- 
fician;and he that is well car [00n 
give counſel to ſuch as areill:but| 
this is the hell to me, my heart ii| 
 hardned,*I cannot believe, many 


[are called, but few are choſen. ] 
By 
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Upon what: ground: C ſaid | 
þ;jthey) do you conceive ſo ill an 
| opinion of your ſelf. | 
ll! © I oncedid know God to be 
ok my Father, not only by Crea- 
© tion, but by Regenerations TI| 
$|* knew hin by l:1s beloved Son, 

; | |* the Author and Finiſher of our 
1260 i* Salvation I could pray to him, 
ir $\ and hope for pardon of fins from 


by | "nels, peace, and comfort 5 now 
sf {* contrarily , 1 know Ged,not as 
ofa Father, but as an Enemy; 
pf © whit more? my heart*hates 
nd ' God, and ſ-cks to get above 


fel |* him, I bave nothing elfe to'fly 
5e-p(f to but terror and deſpair. 


by- | Belike you think then ( ſaid 
ww they) that thule who have the 
ut] earneſt and firſt- fruits of God's 


F zil [Spirit ., may notwithſtanding 
ry | fall away, 


8 him; I Rad ataſte of his {weet- |» 


; 


10) 0] 


4} - T he judgments of God are a 
| | deep 


el bead 
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To > = —_—— rem, 


deep abyſs, ſaid he, we are ſoon 
drowned if we enter into them; 
He that thinks heſtandeth , let 
him take heed leſt he fall; as for. 
"my jelf, Tknow I am fallen back, | 
and that I once did know thelf 
truth , though it may be not ſolf 
throughly ; I know not what to| 
ſay, but that I am one of that 
number which God hath threat-| 
ned to tearin pleces. || 
Say not fo, anſwered they, forif 
God may come, though at thelf 
laſt hour 3 keep hold therefore, 
at the leaſt by hope. |! 
- "This, quoth he, is my caſe; I 
tell you I cannot, God hath de-}} 
prived me of hope, this brings|Þ 
terror. to my mind, and pines; 
this body . which now is ſo[f 
weak, 3s it cannot perform the|} 
ſeyeral Offices thereof: for as|{ 
the Elect have the Spirit teſti-| 
fying that they are the ſons of? 


8 > ts. 


n God, ſo the Reprobates, even 
n; {while they live, do often feel a 
et{Worm in their Confciences, 
or [whereby they are condemned 
c, |[{already : and therefore as1 per- 
> Iceived this wound inflicted on 
0 


tO! 


I wanted the gifts of ſaving 
at\{|grace, and that I was utterly un- 
t-Fdone. God chaſtneth his chil- 
Jdren with temporary afflictions, 


ze|Jof the fire 5 but puniſheth the 
e, {wicked with blindneſs in their 
|{underſtandings, and hardneſs of 


2S\] Here one rebuked him, and 
2Sj| [told him he gave too much cre- 
o|Þdit to ſenſe, that he was not to 
e| believe himſelf, but rather him 


i-|Yteſtifie to you (ſaid he)that God 
f/} will be merciful to you. 


 IiYkeart 5 and wo be to ſuch from 
e-| {whom God takes his holy Spirit. ! 


J: D Nay. 


Ithat they may come as Gold out 


% 


| 


is| {that was in a goodeſtate; andI| 
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[my,mind and will, 1 knew that | 


s 
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Nay, anſwered he, for becanſell| 
Tam in this ill eſtate , therefore 
can | believe nothing bat what is 


ſmall matter to be aſſured of ſins 
1cerity; a max had need be excee: 
| ding firongly - grounded in tha 
truth, before he can be able to af-+ 
firm ſueh a matter as you now do 
It is not the performance of « few 
| outward duties, but a mighty con 
»| ſtant labour,with all intention off 
heart and affedion, with full 
| deſire and endeavour continual: 
ly to ſet forth Gods glory; there 
SE; be neither fear of Legators, 
. ]ingquiſttors,Priſons,nor any death 
| whatſoever, many think them'Þ 
ſelves happy, that are not ; it iſ 
not every one that ſaith Lord 
Lord, that ſhallgo to Heaven. 
* ' Theyſ 


; 


y”Y 
— 
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/4 Theyicame another day ,- and 
found ' him with his eyes ſhut, 
«Fas if he Had been:drowzie and 
148 very © loath to diſcourſe 3 at 
[which time there came inalfoa 
grave mani from Cittadells, who 
collldemanded of Spiya, if he knew 
Jhim-or fot. He' lifting up his 
eye-lids; and not ſuddenly re- 
n|membring him, the man faid 
Jyjfo him, I am Presbyter - Antonice 
Fortamia , I'was with'you at 
$/cnice ſomei8' weeks ſince 3 © 
"JF curſed day,faid Spira! Oh Ccur- 
of Fs ſed day ! Oh thatTI had never; 
ll *gone thither ! Would God I 
had then died: | 


I] Afterwards 'tame in a Prieſt, 
rs, oe Berna#dinus Sardonins : 


bringing with him a Book of 

mY Exorciſms to conjure this De- 
vil; whom when $pire ſaw , 
rf [ſaking: highead he ſaid's - 


Pam verily perſwaded indeed, 
ey 


a 


4160 4 relation of the fearful | 
" 1*that God hath left me to: the 
|*power of the Devil-:; but ſuch] 
*they... are, as are '\not to :beſſ 
* found in your Letany 3 net 
ther will they be caſt out byllf 
»| ſpells. The Preift proceeding} 
in his intended purpoſe, with alf| 
ſtrange Ka "ning and alt} 
| loud voice, adjured the ſpirit tal} 
come into Spirg's tongue, and tofff 
anſwer:$pira deriding bis fruit 
leſs labour, with a figh, turnedf] 
from hin; a Biſhop being thergl] 
preſent, ſaid to- Spira,' brother 
God*« hath put vettue into thel 
Word and Sacraments; and wel 
{| have uſed the one means, andf 
\{findnot that effet which we 
{|defire 3 ſhall wetry the efficacy 
of the Sacraments? ſurely if youſ. 
take it,asa true Chriſtian oughtſ 
to receivethe body and blood 
of Chrift, it will prove a {ﬆ 
veraiga medicine for your ſich} 
Iſoul. Thif 
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= [Ol eftate of Francis Spira. 6. 
+} This 7cannot do (anſwered: 
*he) forthey that haveno right 
T0 the promiſes, have no right 
Jj to the ſeals. The Euchariſt} 


ne 


of} Was appointed only for beleiv-| 
f-crszif we have not faith, we eat| 
and drink: judgement to our 
M{*lelvs;I receiv'd it about'a month: 
" tf ſince, but 7 did not wellin ſo; 
+0] Joingsforl took it by conſtraint,” 
- jt] and ſo 7took it to my deeper|. 
ſj condemnation... | | 
' Here Vergerias began to im: |: 
"Jjportune him earneſtly {to be- \ 
4ware: that he did not wilfully| | 
[to reſiſt grace, -and -put himfe]f 
if [out of; Heaven, charging him | 
4|vehemently, by all the love 
F |that-was between them, bythe 
Tlove that he bare to his chil- 
[dren, yea to his own foul,} 
that he would ſet himſelf ſeri-| 
4 [ouſly to return to that (Faith 
{ [and hope, which once he had 
| D 3 in 


S—_—. i 


a 2 4 irelw ation _ I — 


5n j62he death of Chrift;with tia 
ay fuch hike words. $ Spina inyangy 4 | 
heard much of the like mattef! 
formerly, and being fomewhat 
|moved; ſaid, You NE — 
Yergerins, whatſhould:Ihope?Þ 
why ſhould Tbelieve >Godhath]ſ 
taken faith'from me 3 ſhew mel 
then whither [ſhall z0;thew wel | 
a Haven whereto r that retire. 
You tell me: of Gvds. mercy 
when as God hath caft me -off;]| 
you tell me of Chriſts interceſſi- 
on,I have denied him ; you com-|l. 
mand me toibelieve,; Iſay,; Ican-} 
| notz 'youbringme.no comfort | 
your command. is as impoſlible]{} 
forme to obey'as ta keep Moral 
Law: if you ſhould perſwade| 
one-to love God with alt his 
heart, ſoul and ſtrength,and Gon 
_ Foives him not power, cah hc 
torm-your defire? Doth not the 
Church ow us to ſing , D#-\} 
Bey red | 


_ _—__—_—_— 
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red? #4, 0 Lord, tolove thy Com: 
nel randements ? Hypocrites ſay that | 
Jy | |:bey love God with all their heart, 
wht »t they lies for my part | will 
| JETT; lie, of tell you plainly, Such 
if | is 29 caſe, that though-you ſhould 
thil| never /o. much importune me to 
nel] hope or believe, though Ideſireit, 
elf yet licarmet, for God as a puniſh | 
al | err of my wickedneſs, hath t -' 
101] kw away from me all bis Javine 
Fl beraces, faith, hope, andall: | am\ 
1-108 | #0ft the man therefore that Ou 
1-10 | 14ke me for : : Belike you think | 


| 


»| delight in this Eſtate; if | conld' 


} 


If | conceive but the leaſt ſpark of 


elf | Pope of a better Eſtate hereafter, 
Ji [ would not rn to endure the 


lth," . R_— 
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; |ecernal. But | tell you, mm y- will. 
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before my Father which is in 
heaven?is nt this juſtly my caſe 
asifit had been intended againſt 


Ipray you what ſhall become 
of ſuch as Chriſt denieth, ſeeing 


be ſaved? What ſaith St. Paul 
tothe Hebrews? Tt is impoſh- 


lightned,and have taſted of the 
heavenly gift, & were partakers 
of the holy Ghoſt, if they fall a- 


way, to be renewed to repen- 


| _ jtance; what can be more plain 


againſt 


— 


this very perſon of mine? And 


64. Arelation of the fearful ||| 


is wound, who longs more to 
believe then I do? but allthe}jj- 
round-work of hope 1s gone, 
or if the Teſtimonies of holy} 
Scripture be true (as they are} 
| certatnly true)is not this as true, | 
whoſoever denies me before| 
men, him ſaith Chriſt,will Fdeny| 


Gy 


OS 


there 1s no other name under] 
heaven whereby you look' to| 


ble for thoſe who were once en- | 


_ —__ 


powwowygy aw is... 
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againſt me? is not that Scripture 
alſo; if we fin wilfully after we 
have received the knowledge of 
truth, there remaineth no more 
I. [ſacrifice for ſin, but a looking | 
| \for of judgement:the Scripture + | 
ſpeaks of me, St. Paul meets me, | | 
[{ [Saint Peter tells me, it had been 
i} [better Thad never known the| 
way of righteouſneſs, then after 
|] have known ; to turn from 
the holy Commandement,it had 
been better 7 had not known, 
and yet then my condemnation 
had been moſt gertain; do you 
not ſee evidently, that I have 
| |wilfully denied the known 
truthzl may juftly expect not on- : 
ly damnation, but worſe if| .' 
-| | [worſe may be imagined, God | 
| | {will have me undergoe the juſt 

- [puniſhment of my fin, and 'make}? 
me an example of his wrath for 
your: ſakes. 


© | 
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* _* [ 56. 4 relation of 'the fearful ||| 
' The Company preſent ad-|| 
mired his diſcourſe, ſo grie-} 
vouſly accuſing himſelf-of his|Þ 
fore-paſt life, - ſo gravely, and | 

wiſely dilating concerning .the|| 
Judgments of God,, that they 
then were convinced, that it 
was not Frenzie. or Madneſs 
{| that had. poſſeſſed him, and be- | 
Ing as It were in admiration of | 
his Eſtate, Spira proceeded a- || 
gain in this manner. * Take|] 
© heed to your ſelves, it is no| 
* light or caſte matter tobe a, 
©Chriſtian 3 rt 1s not Paptiſm| 
© or. reading of the Scriptures, 
or. boaſting of faith in Chriſt, 
E _+* (thougheven theſe are good) 
EE [Oc can prove one to be an 
” | abſolute Chriſtian': you know | 
bf *what IT ſaid before, there | 
t |< muſt be a conformity, in life. 
*A Chriſtian muſt be ſtrong, | 
© unconquerable, not. carrying | - 

an 
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[þ| eſtate of Fra 
||an obſcure profeſſion , butrc- 
| |folute, exprefling the 'image'vt 
| |Chriſt, and holding ont agataſt 
[all oppoſition to the laſt breath, | 
|he muſt give all diligence , by 
Righteoulneſs and Holineſs, to 


2 
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make . his Calling and Eledt- 
on ſure. Many there are thit 
ſnatch at the Promiſes in the 
Goſpel, as if they undoubted- 
Iy did belong to them, and 
yet they remain {Juggih , and 
careleſs and being flattered by 


ncis Spira:. 67 


— 
. 


they paſs m their courſe mn 
quietneſs and ſecurity, as ul 


{they were the onely happy 


men ;3- whom neverthelets 


| 


| 


the things of this preſent world, \ 


the Lord in his providence} _ 
hath ordained to eternal wrath, |, 
as you may fee jn Saint Lukes | 
Rich Man. Thus it was with; 


me, therefore take ye heed. 
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oh l bf the fearful | | 

Then came one of his Ne-||} 
phews, and. offered him ſomeſfj 
ſuſtenance, which he diſdain- 
fully refuſing ,, ſo moved the 
young mans: chollar, that he| 
charged him with hypocrifie 
and diflimulation , -or frenzy 3 | 
to whom Spzra gravely anſwer- 
ing, ſaid, 

You may interpret the mat- 
teras you will: but 7am ſure 
am not only the Actor, but the | 
Argument- and matter. of the 
| Tragedie; / would it- were, 
frenzy either fained or true,. for 
if itwere frenzy I could put-it|. 
off at pleaſure; if it werea. re. | 
al frenzy, yet there were. ſome 
- | hope left of Gods mercy, where 
las now there 18 none. For 1 
know God hath pronounced me an 
exermy,and guilty of high treaſon 
| |,againſt bis Majeſty; | am a cast- 
 {away, a veſſel of wrath. : get). 

as 


> - 
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| |10# fear and terror: But it 35 n4- 


[[##ral to the ſleſh,eitherout of #a- 


i 


[find the want of- them, and 


{ments of God, and of the gra- 


[want the main grace of all, and 


[that which is abſolutely neceſſary, 


J ets Ya 


# 
# 
7 


an, 


arath of God, that ſhould teach: 


lice-or ignorance, to ſpeak per- 
verſly of the works of God. The 
natural man diſcerneth not |* 
the things that be of God, becanſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
How can this be (ſaid Gris 
bauldma) that you can thus ex-| 
cellently diſcourſe of the judg- 


ces of his holy Spirit, that you 


earneſtly defire them 3 -and yet. 
you think. you are utterly de- 
prived of them. 


Taks this for certain(laith he) 


and God doth many times.exhort 


moſt 


—ſ— — 
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| [dare you call it diſſembling. Rar 
Fifrevzy? and can you. moth at the 
1] | formidable example of the heavy 
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———— 


yea, out of the meuthes of wery 
reprobates : for even Judas, after 
he had' betrazed his Maſter, was 
conſtrained to confeſs his ſin, and 
to juſtifie the innocency of Chriſt; 
and therefore if Idothe like, it | 


* 0 new or ſtrange matter. God 


me other common gijts, for my 
deeper condemnation : - By how 
much the more I remember what | 
IT had, and hear others difcourſe 

of what they have, by ſo much the 


## no way tobe relieved. - | 
Thus ſpake he, thetears al] 
{the while trickling down ; 
profefiing that his pangs were 
ſuch, as. that the damned 
Wights 1n Hejl endure not the 
like miſery that his eſtate was 
£ worle! 


— mm 
| —_n——_ ——— — 


moſt true and firange teſtimonies I! 
of his majeſty, juſtice and mercy ; ||| 


hath taken Faith from me.& leſt | 


more is my torment, in that 1| 
know- what Iwant, and how there | 
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.4| worſe than that of: Caiz or Fu- 
{|4as. and therefore he deſired to 
[[{die. Tet behold (faith he.) the | 
[| $criptares are accom liſhedin mey| 
||| They ſhall deſire to die, and Death | 
[| all fly from them. And verily, | 
he ſeemed exceedingly to fear, 
leſt his life ſhould be- drawn 
'J[out to a longer thred's and 
#\ finding no eaſe or reſt, ever and 
anon , cried out, O miſerable 
wretch, 0 miſerable wretch ; then! 
turning to: the Company ,' 
he beſought them 1n this-man- 
ner. 1, 
0 Brethren! take a diligent |. 
Leed'to your life 5 make more ac- 
count of the gifts of Gods Spirit 
Ithanl have done; learn to beware 
| |of my miſeryzthink not you are aſ=. 
ſured Chriſtians, becauſe you un-| 
| derſi aud ſomething of the Goſpel; | 
| [take heed you grow not ſecure on 

that ground, be conſtant and im-\ 
7 EST. movable | 
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| © this toderogate from the cer- 


- Ee me 


+ 
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— 
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moveable in the maintenance 0 
your profeſſuon:Confeſs even un-| 
$il death, if you be called thereto; 
he that loveth Father, Mother, 
brothers, ſiſters, ſons, daughters, 
kindred,houſes, lands, more then 
Chriſt, is not worthy of him. 


not ſound like the words of a 
wicked reprobate. 

1 do but here imitate (ſaith| 
Spira ) the rich glutton in the 


heed of this miſerable eſtate 
wherein Jam, 

Then turning himſelf to cer. 
tain young men that were pre- 
ſent, he deſired them to con- 
ceive himaright.*7 do not ſpeak 


© tainty of- ſaving faith, and the 


fearful | 


Theſe words (ſaid they) do | 


Goſpel,who though in hell, yet was| ||< 
careful that his brethren ſhould || 

not come'to that place of torment: | 
| 4nd I ſay to you brethren, take 


| 


Aa O—— 


;  promiſes| | 


_— CE Ee en_—— I Mt. ———_ 


eftate of Francis Spira. 73 


[ [+ promifes of the Goſpel, for 


© they are moſt fure ; but take; 
* heed of relying on that 


1]* faith that works not a holy 


1]*and unblameable life, worthy 
j]*of a beleiver ; credit me it will: 
1 fail, 7 havetried it, 7 preſumed| 
[| Thad gotten the right faith; I 
* preached it to others, 7 lad all | 
*|* places of Scripturein- memory 


*hat might ſupport it, I thought 


|| my ſelf fure, and in the mean 


-1]* time living impiouſly & care- 
| leſs[y, behold now the judge- 


* ment of God hath overtaken 
* me, not to correCion, but to 
* condemnation : And now you 
© would have me to beletve. but 


* jt will not be, for 1 feel too late 


[*that good things belong only 


* to ſuch as are good, whote fins 
fare covered with Chriſt's death 
* and blood, as with a val, and 


|* guarded with his righteous 


1 
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*down this Rampire , bebind 
* which I might have reſted in 
*ſafety, and now are the {wel- 
*hng Waters come even to my 
© foul, and Iam caſt away. 
 .One of his familiar Friends 
chanced to ſay , That certainly 
he. was. oyercome with melan- 
choly; which being over-heard, 
S$pira anſwered, 


needs have it ſo; thus alſo is Gods 


wrath manifeſted againſt me, in 
tht he hath takes from me the 


efteem and judge of my diſtemper, 


Well, be it ſo, ſeeing you will| 


relation.of the fearful "2 
merits from the flood of Gods/||, 
* wrath, even as with a mighty} 
* wall, leſt miſerable mortals|| 
f ſhould be ſwallowed up, with|| 
| © greatneſs of their fin; -but as|}| 


—— 


|* for me, I have as it were, wil-|[|\. 
|* fully with my hands pulled|J| 


uſe of mine Underſtanding and| 
Reaſon, ſo as | can neither rightly] 


>” _ 


nor 


ee Y . : 


k. 
-a——_ 


|] |-20r hope of remedy. * Ton ſee Bre-' 
|thren, what a dangeroms thing it 
|# to flop or ſtay in things that 
|] concern Godsglory, eſpecially, ts 
1 | d#//emble upon any terms: What 
: 1s 6” thing # it to be near, &" 


| ike example to this of mine, and 
| therefore, if you bewiſe, you will 
[| ſerzonſly conſider thereof. 0 that | 


[from me', that it were with me 
[now' & in' times paif, I wonld| 
| [rot the threats of the moſt cruel 


| make an end of 'Your life, ' as 


4 


almoſt a Chriſtian? Never was the 


God-wonld' let "looſe 'his hand 


[Tyrdnts,' bear torments with in-- 
vincible reſolution, and glory in 
the outward profeſſion of Christ, 
tilHl were choaked in the flame, 
and my body conſumed to aſhes. 

You ſay you are deſperate, 
O Spira! (ſaid they) why then 
do' you not ſtrive with.'fome 
weapon or other, violent#y to 
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deſpe- 
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me have a Sword (laid Spira) 


lit (quoth they? ) 1 cannot tel 


deſperate menuſe to doe? Let. 


Why what would you do with. 


[yon (laid he) what this mind 


[him they conſult to carry him 


world move me to, upon occaſion, 
nor what 1 would do. © Ay 

They perceiving ſmall effe&t 
of all this their labour, but ra- 
therthat he grew worſe, for 
the avoiding of, concourſe of 
pores ; for every day ſeldome 
ewer then twenty continued 
with him, and to ſtop the 
courſe of fame whieh. was 
continually blown abroad of 


| 


back again into his own Coun- 
try; and thoſe his friends 
that came to comfort him, be- 
gan to take their leaves of hum, 
Vergerius amongſt the reſt, re- 
quired that at. their parting 
they might pray together with 

him, 


_— 
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1 him, Spira hardly conſented, 


for he ſaid, My heart is 


[ſelf : your prayers for me ſhal 
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and as unwillingly performed, | 


eſtranged from God, 1 cannot | 
call him Father from my heart ; 
all good motions are now quits 
gone, my heart is full of male-| 
dition , hatred, and blaſphemy 

again? God : I find 1 grow 
more and more hardned in heart. 
and cannot ſloop nor help my 


turn to your own benefit they can 
do me no good. + #5 
Vergerius Came to take his 
leave of him , whom Spire em-|: 
bracing, ſaid, Although | know 
that nothing can bring any bene- 


| moſt hearty thanks for your kind| . 


land the Lord return it wunto\: 


4 


-fit tome 4 _reprobate; but that 
every thing ſhall tend to my deep-\. 
er condemnation : yet 1 give you 


office of love, and good will 


Jou| 


DV, 


Y 


- Our 


———— — 


oo tre wo. 


- _— + > ones havin. 


-_ (/ 0. 


byithe' way looking round a- 


bout him with a ghaſtly "look ,|- 
He faw a knife lying'ion 'a table, | 
0: -which' he curining haſtily, | 


#natched hoJdof ityavintending 


|to- mifchief himfelf'; but his 
frieyds laying hold of hin, 
ſtopped i him 18- his purpoſe + 


'whereupon” with indignition 


| heſaid, I wouldI wereabove Cod, 
| for know: be will have no mercy 
L FOarmes LY HL Eds 

-  >|coÞhus went: he homewards, 


-ofter ' faying,- that” he envied 
'the conduton of Car and Ju- 


\ 4x53 He lay: about eight weeks 


mm this cafe , if - a'-continval 


\{þurning_,-neither'defiring , nor 


receiving »aty » thing .but**by 


- —_ — - wn 


*  '\kforce\ and. that without! dige-| 


ion 


Rs BK 


5B Ardation'of the fearful |} 
|you, with a plentiful increaſe, of | | 
aBzood.- | fo TY 25 DF 
{+ Thenextday beirg brought| | 
'down to. ts intended* journy, 


*> , — 


T iſtion, fo ſpent, that he ap-| 
[peared a perfedt Anatomie, |> 
|expreſling to the view nothing! 
but finews and bones: vehe- 
mently raging for drink, ever] 


pining, yet fearful to live Jongs 
dreadful of Hell, yet coveting 
death; in a continual torment, 
yet his own Tormentor. And 


{ | and deſpair, like a liviog man 


| | juſtice and power of God. 


{ | departed this preſent life, Yet 


grief -and horror, impatience 


in Hell , he repreſented an 
extracrdinary example of the 


And thus (as far as appeareth) 
within a few dayes after his 
| arrival at' his own home, he 


1 $ x ». 
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- . ; 


thus conſuming himſelf with| 
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an occalion to make us remem- 
ber , That ſecret things belong 
unto the Lord our God , but 


to hope all-things . 
£1 NLS,. 


| 


charity to man, to teach him| 


